THE DAWN OF LIBERATION

Allies are absolutely united in their action against the common foe.
They are equally resolved to pursue the war, at whatever cost, to a
victorious conclusion, and they believe that a wide field of friendly
co-operation lies before them after the destruction of Hitlerite Germany.
It is upon such a prolonged, intimate and honourable association
that the future of the world depends.

I took occasion to raise personally with Marshal Stalin the question
of the future of Poland. I pointed out that it was in fulfilment of our
guarantee to Poland that Great Britain declared war upon Nazi
Germany; that we had never weakened in our resolve, even in the
period when we were all alone ; and that the fate of the Polish nation
holds a prime place in the thoughts and policies of His Majesty's
Government and of the British Parliament. It was with great pleasure
that I heard from Marshal Stalin that he, too, was resolved upon the
creation and maintenance of a strong integral independent Poland
as one of the leading Powers in Europe. He has several times repeated
these declarations in public, and I am convinced that they represent
the settled policy of the Soviet Union.

Here I may remind the House that we ourselves have never in the
past guaranteed, on behalf of His Majesty's Government, any particular
frontier line to Poland. We did not approve of the Polish occupation
of Vilna in 1920. The British view in 1919 stands expressed in the
so-called Curzon line, which attempted to deal, at any rate partially,
with the problem. I have always held the opinion that all questions
of territorial settlement and re-adjustment should stand over until
the end of the war, and that the victorious Powers should then arrive
at formal and final agreements governing the articulation of Europe
as a whole. That is still the wish of His Majesty's Government.
However, the advance of the Russian armies into Polish regions in
which the Polish underground army is active makes it indispensable
that some kind of friendly working agreement should be arrived at to
govern the war-time conditions and to enable all anti-Hitlerite forces
to work together with the greatest advantage against the common foe.

During the last few weeks the Foreign Secretary and I together have
laboured with the Polish Government in London with the object of
establishing a working arrangement upon which the Fighting Forces can
act, and upon which, I trust, an increasing structure of goodwill and
comradeship may be built between Russians and Poles. I have an
intense sympathy with the Poles, that heroic race whose national
spirit centuries of misfortune cannot quench; but I also have sympathy
with the Russian standpoint. Twice in our lifetime Russia has been
violently assaulted by Germany. Many millions of Russians have been
slain and vast tracts of Russian soil devastated as a result of repeated
German aggression. Russia has the right of reassurance against
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